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NEWS RELEASE

FRASER INSTITUTE SCHOOL RANKING
Ecole Voyageur Memorial School Ranking

MISTISSINI, Eeyou Istchee (November 1, 2019) — The Fraser Institute recently
published their annual Report Card with high school rankings from across Quebec. For
the first time, one of the Cree School Board schools, Ecole Voyageur Memorial School in
Mistissini, was included and received a poor ranking.

We at the Cree School Board, acknowledge that the Fraser Institute Report Card is used
as a tool by many parents across the province to evaluate their children’s school and for
many districts this is can be validating. However, we are unsure of how their ranking
system recognizes the realities of unique schools and school boards, such as our own.
School success is deemed in many different ways, and we do not want to evaluate our
schools simply by this report card.

Therefore, we at the Cree School Board have not let this discourage us from our goals.
Our commitment “to provide life-long learning while instilling our Cree identity in
partnership with our communities to allow each student to attain the qualifications and
competencies to become a successful contributor to the Cree Nation and society at large”
will never diminish but only grows stronger.

There are continuous efforts being made to contribute to student success within our
schools, including at Ecole Voyageur Memorial School.

e Our students receive a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (GVC) that has been
tailored to reflect, respect, and integrate Cree identity. Our curriculum encourages
critical thinking, problem solving, academic success and citizenship.

e School improvement strategies are multifaceted to reflect the Cree culture and values.

o We offer specialized programs such as Mik"¥ Chiyam that focus on student
engagement and retention.
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We encourage and acknowledge the efforts taken by our students, staff, parents and the
community in our journey to toward student success - which translates to a successful
Nation. We are particularly proud of Ecole Voyageur Memorial High School and their
efforts. There are currently 50 students on track to graduate this school year. This
demonstrates that the future is bright. We are moving in the right direction to student
success — we remain encouraged and motivated.

For more information, please contact our Communications and Community Relations
Director, Cynthia Taylor.
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