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November 7, 2025 
For Immediate Release 

Cree School Board and Cree Nation Government  
Celebrate the Inauguration of Two New Schools in Chisasibi 

Chisasibi, Eeyou Istchee (November 7, 2025) – The Cree School Board and Cree Nation 

Government celebrated the official inauguration of Upichinaausiuun Chiskutimatukimikw 

School (Primary School) and Big River High School in Chisasibi, bringing the community 

together to recognize the importance of these educational buildings to the community.  

At the ceremony, Dr. Sarah Pashagumskum, Chairperson of the Cree School Board, Paul John 

Murdoch, Chairman of the Cree Nation Government, and Caroline Mark, Director General of 

the Cree School Board welcomed Cree and Quebec officials, including Ian Lafrenière, Minister 

of Public Security, Minister Responsible for Relations with the First Nations and the Inuit, 

Minister Responsible for the Nord-du-Québec Region, and Sonia LeBel, Minister of Education, 

along with leaders and community members who helped make this project possible. 

The new schools feature state-of-the-art classrooms, community spaces, and culturally 

integrated learning programs, designed to inspire students while honoring Cree traditions. The 

opening coincides with the 50th anniversary of the signing of the James Bay and Northern 

Quebec Agreement, highlighting decades of collaboration between the Cree Nation and the 

Quebec government in advancing community growth and education.  

The completion of these schools marks a significant investment in the next generation, 

empowering Cree youth with opportunities for learning, leadership, and community 

engagement. 

 

Quotes  

“The inauguration of these schools marks an important step forward for the Cree School Board 
in providing a high quality education rooted in Cree language and culture. These facilities will 
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empower our youth to succeed while staying connected to their iiyiyiu identity. They will be 
places where our students' education journey will allow them to realize their dreams for the 
future as we support the capacity development goals of our nation.” 

Dr. Sarah Pashagumskum, Chairperson of the Cree School Board 

 

“Our children deserve schools that reflect their values, their language, and their connection to 
the land. By creating spaces that honour who we are as Eeyouch/Eenouch, we give our youth 
the foundation to learn, to dream, and to grow strong in their identity and their education. In 
doing so, we invest in a future where our young people can lead with pride, confidence, and a 
deep bond to their roots.” 

Paul John Murdoch, Chairman of the Cree Nation Government 

 

“These schools represent more than buildings—they are spaces where our children can learn, 
grow, and connect deeply with miyupimaatisiiun. By integrating iiyiyuuayimuwin and 
iiyiyiuiyihtiwin into education, we are ensuring that every student has the tools to succeed while 
remaining rooted in who they are as iiyiyiu/iinuu.” 

Caroline Mark, Director General of the Cree School Board 

 
“The opening of these two new schools in Chisasibi marks a meaningful step forward in realizing 
the Cree School Board’s vision and priorities. These schools embody a shared commitment to 
advancing Indigenous education and fostering community development for future generations. 
Through collaboration and in the spirit of reconciliation, the James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement and its partners are helping shape a brighter future for Cree students, families, and 
communities.” 

The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations 
 

“The opening of these schools in Chisasibi shows what can be accomplished when we work 
together, nation to nation, with respect and trust. Young people are a nation’s future. These 
schools will enable Cree students to flourish, strengthen their identity and shape the future of 
their community, all the while embodying the vitality and pride of the Cree Nation.” 
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Ian Lafrenière, Minister of Public Security, Minister Responsible for Relations with the First 
Nations and the Inuit, Minister Responsible for the Nord-du-Québec Region 

“The opening of these two schools is a major event for the community of Chisasibi. It represents 
what we want for all students in Québec: modern and welcoming learning environments where 
students feel comfortable. These projects demonstrate our commitment to creating schools 
that promote the success and personal growth of young people in Québec, while responding 
even better to the needs of the community.”  

Sonia LeBel, Minister of Education 
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